
Charting is the method we use to record every surface of the tooth so we can detail the extent of any 

damage, decay or fillings. 

It will show:  

The teeth that are present in the mouth 

The teeth that are missing 

Treatment required 

Treatment completed 

 

There are two methods of charting: 

Method 1 divides the mouth into 4 parts or quadrants. 

Method 2 gives each tooth a number (FDI) 

 

Method 1 

 
 

If you imagine opening the jaws completely and stretching the teeth in a straight line so we can look at the 

biting surface it would look just like the picture below. 

 

                      
We now number the teeth from 1 to 8 starting in from the centre. This tooth is the upper right one or UR1 or   1       

This tooth is upper right eight or UR8 or   8 

 

 

Method 2                                     FDI charting system 

               

     
 

There are 16 permanent teeth in each jaw. 

We divide the mouth into quarters or 

quadrants. 

 

Upper left quadrant 

 

Upper right quadrant 

 

 

 

Lower right quadrant 

 

Lower left quadrant 

Upper right 

 

 

Lower right 

Upper left 

 

 

Lower left 


