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A teaching course for experienced dental
assistants was arranged for my visit in
February. | had prepared a series of course
notes covering the basic knowledge we
would expect of our dental nurses. There is
no training for dental assistants in
Cambodia and it is our hope that we can
train some of the experienced dental
assistants to start running their own courses.
The notes for the course were translated
into Khmer and they are now available on
this website for anyone to use.

Each day | had a translator so everything |
explained was translated for them and any
comments they had usually had to be
translated so everyone could understand the
question and reply. You soon find that any
humour or anecdotes are lost in the
translation.

We had a test of 50 questions at the end of
the two week course to try and access their
understanding.

Feedback forms were also completed so we can try and improve future courses. With the
help of Skype and the internet the work in developing good teaching material continues until

my next visit.



At the International University Dental School | was also asked to watch the dental assistants
at work and to see if any improvements could be made to their methods of work and
procedures.

After watching the dental students | hope that next
time we can teach them some techniques in working
closely with an assistant so their posture is better and
they can work more efficiently.

The dental assistants were given some ideas on how to
manage their work and organise materials and
equipment to make life easier and more efficient.

Unfortunately like many organisations in Cambodia
there is a great shortage of funding and it makes any
visitor realise what wonderful facilities and services
we have in the UK.




